Introduction
The impact of prostitution and other forms of sexual promiscuity on the spread of sexually transmitted diseases has been known for decades. ' Interestingly, the prevalence of HBsAg (6%) and anti-HB antibodies (64%) in prostitutes in Singapore'" was not different from that observed in their counterparts from the Mediterranean region'6 (and our study). In Taiwan,20 on the other hand, the HBsAg carrier rate (19 6%) among prostitutes (mean age, 29 3 years) was high, but only slightly higher than that in the local general population.
We conclude that C trachomatis and the genital 
